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Health Literacy UK Conference
Communicating and delivering health and care that people can understand and use
Thursday 4th March 2027

[bookmark: _heading=h.mijoigd9wcw0]ABSTRACT SUBMISSION GUIDANCE FOR ORAL AND POSTER PRESENTATIONS

Thank you for your interest in sharing your work at the Health Literacy UK Conference 2027. We welcome submissions from researchers, practitioners, policymakers, educators, community organisations, healthcare professionals, patients, and public contributors who are working to improve health literacy and reduce health inequalities.

Abstracts may be submitted for either:

· Oral Presentations (typically 10 minutes plus 5 minute questions)
· Poster Presentations (displayed throughout the conference with dedicated networking opportunities)

We encourage submissions that showcase innovative practice, research findings, policy developments, service improvements, and examples of collaborative working.


GUIDELINES FOR SUBMISSION OF ABSTRACTS
Abstracts for oral and poster presentations should be submitted by 12pm Friday 8th January 2027. Each abstract must be submitted according to the instructions provided below, more information can be found at www.healthliteracy.org.uk or please contact the HLUK Chair chair.healthliteracyuk@gmail.com   


[bookmark: _heading=h.yzuy6psagyvm]CONFERENCE THEMES
Abstracts should align with one or more of the following conference themes:
[bookmark: _heading=h.q0k3fv6da6lc]
1. Health Literacy Policy & the NHS 10-Year Plan
· Health literacy as an enabler of the three NHS shifts
· Prevention and population health
· Health inequalities and inclusion
· Neighbourhood health and community-based care
· Digital transformation and digital health literacy
· Policy development and implementation
· Integrated care systems and place-based approaches
· Public engagement and co-production
2. [bookmark: _heading=h.ty2qrtnswnya]Latest Health Literacy Research
· Submissions may include:
· Original research studies
· Systematic reviews or evidence syntheses
· Evaluation findings
· Methodological developments
· Implementation science
· International perspectives on health literacy
· Emerging evidence and future research priorities

3. [bookmark: _heading=h.bnjovgldbm4l]Case Studies & Best Practice
· We welcome examples from healthcare, public health, social care, voluntary and community sectors, education, and local government, including:
· Service improvement projects
· Community engagement initiatives
· Organisational health literacy programmes
· Workforce development
· Co-production approaches
· Quality improvement work
· Practical lessons learned and transferable insights

4. [bookmark: _heading=h.lv8qzc0qho9]Innovation in Health Literacy
· Examples may include:
· Digital tools and technologies
· Artificial intelligence and health literacy
· Creative communication approaches
· New models of care
· Innovative partnerships
· Health literacy measurement tools
· [bookmark: _heading=h.nqhv962s9jxc]Novel educational resources and interventions


[bookmark: _heading=h.9huy98yvjl1a]WHO CAN SUBMIT?
We welcome abstracts from:
· Researchers and academics
· Healthcare professionals
· Public health practitioners
· Social care professionals
· Policymakers and commissioners
· Voluntary and community sector organisations
· Students and trainees
· People with lived experience
· [bookmark: _heading=h.div2mwqd627y]Multidisciplinary teams and partnerships






[bookmark: _heading=h.gkwu71i1wp63]ABSTRACT FORMAT
Please submit your abstract using the following structure.
[bookmark: _heading=h.7jh7no9dk0we]Title: A concise and informative title (maximum 15 words).
[bookmark: _heading=h.c38ksxejdc7u]Authors: List all authors and affiliations.
[bookmark: _heading=h.kny8b2ce6seh]Theme: Select the conference theme that best matches your submission.
[bookmark: _heading=h.a1tsofmzquxq]Abstract Text: Maximum 500 words.
Suggested structure:
· [bookmark: _heading=h.uvwfw2r6tnz8]Background/Context
· Intervention, methods or Approach
· Outcomes and Impact
· Conclusions or Key Learning
[bookmark: _heading=h.rvpb21xcv7j6]Keywords: Provide up to five keywords.


[bookmark: _heading=h.rxyc4fbvbvzx]PRESENTATION PREFERENCES
On your submission, please indicate whether you wish to be considered for:
· Oral Presentation
· Poster Presentation
· [bookmark: _heading=h.t99sp86z3aj6]Either Format


[bookmark: _heading=h.9catt6604foy]ASSESSMENT CRITERIA
Abstracts will be reviewed by members of the HLUK Conference Committee using the following criteria:
	Criterion
	what we would like to see

	Relevance
	Alignment with conference themes and health literacy principles

	Originality
	New ideas, approaches, findings or perspectives

	Quality
	Clear aims, methods and outcomes

	Impact
	Potential to improve practice, policy, research or population outcomes

	Transferability
	Applicability to other settings or organisations

	Patient/Public Benefit
	Contribution to improved understanding, access or health outcomes



Submissions must be received on time and in the required format (see above). That the abstract is of relevance to health literacy research or innovations in practice. Spelling, grammar and English are satisfactory, and the abstract does not exceed the word limit. The Committee has the final decision on the inclusion of abstracts. There may be more abstracts submitted for oral presentations than there are available slots within the programme. If this occurs, the Committee will judge which submissions to include as oral or poster presentations. 





[bookmark: _heading=h.n25b72c53jub]TIPS FOR A STRONG SUBMISSION
Successful abstracts typically:
· Clearly describe the problem or opportunity being addressed
· Demonstrate relevance to health literacy
· Present measurable outcomes or key findings
· Highlight practical learning and impact
· Use plain, accessible language
· Show how the work may be replicated or scaled
· Explain implications for policy, practice, research or education

[bookmark: _heading=h.ojzrmzl495tq]NOTIFICATION AND PRESENTATION
Authors will be notified of the outcome of their submission following peer review.
Accepted oral presenters and poster authors will receive further guidance regarding:
· Presentation format and timings
· Poster dimensions and display requirements
· Speaker registration
· Conference programme arrangements

[bookmark: _heading=h.80w6egd7s509]COMMITMENT TO HEALTH LITERACY PRINCIPLES
Health Literacy UK encourages presenters to model health-literate communication. Abstracts and presentations should be:
· Clear and accessible
· Inclusive and person-centred
· Respectful of diversity and lived experience
· Focused on reducing health inequalities
· Written in plain English wherever possible

We look forward to receiving your submission and learning from the diverse experiences, evidence, and innovations driving health literacy forward across the UK and internationally.

NOTE: If you would like to discuss your ideas before choosing a type of presentation mode contact:  chair.healthliteracyuk@gmail.com Please submit your abstract on the Templates provided to chair.healthliteracyuk@gmail.com
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